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LORD VENKATESWARA, THE BENEVOLENT
BEACON ON SEVEN HILLS
Compiled by Kidambi Raj

- Tirumala Hills side view as Lord Venkateswara’s Face

Introduction

Tirumala and Tirupati are places well-known all
over India. Sri Venkateswara, the presiding deity
of Tirumala or Vengadam, is revered by lakhs of
people all over the country. The chief centres of
pilgrimage in this region are Sri Venkateswara’s
temple on the Tirumala hill, the shrine of Sri Govindaraja in the town of Tirupati and the shrine of
Sri Padmavathi situated in Tiruchanur. Of minor
temples, mention may be made of the Kapileswara
temple at Kapilathirtham, the Lord Rama temple in
the town of Tirupati and the Parasaresvara temple at
Jogi-Mallavaram. Of the three important centres of
pilgrimage in this region, Tirumala is the oldest and
its deity finds mention in Tamil literature as early
as BC. References to Tiruchanur are found about
the beginning of the ninth century AD. Tirumala is
located 980 m (3,200 ft) above sea level and covers
an area approximately 26.8 sq. km.(10.33 sq. miles).
The special significance of Lord Venkateswara
temple at Tirumala lies in the fact that it is perhaps the oldest religious institutions in the world
where unbroken religious worship is being carried
on. According to the available recorded evidence,
for over 1,300 years, it is a temple attracting more
pilgrims than any other temple in India, and is held
in veneration by more devotees than even Lourdes
of France and the celebrated cathedrals of Spain
and Portugal. The average number of visitors to the
temple now is about 40,000 to 50,000 daily and its
daily income, derived wholly from offerings is close
to about 40 Million $ US approximately. A visit to
this great pilgrim centre is a rare spiritual experience. It is this divinity, which pervades this area not
only in the temple precincts, but in the entire town
which has an irresistible magnetic attraction to the
millions who come from far and near, mindful of
the difficulties involved in the journey to just have a
darshan of the Lord, may be for just a few seconds.
The very mention of the word Tirupati creates
in, many a divine feeling. The Lord of the seven

hills is the Lord of the universe. He is the light of
the world. This holy temple is popularly known as
Bhuloka Vaikuntham. It is perhaps the richest of
the temples in the world. The entire town of Tirupati
as well as Tirumala has an eternal floating pilgrim
population.

Tirupathi Town and the significance and
descriptions of Tirumala Hills

Tirupati is a small municipality. A devotee wishing to worship Lord Srinivasa has to first reach this
town. It is well connected by train, bus and by air.
On arriving at Tirupati, the pilgrims have reached
the foot of Seven Hills, and at the top, namely
Tirumala, where Lord Srinivasa resides. Tirumala
is 14 kms. from Tirupati. Tirumala is a hill range,
which is part of the Eastern Ghats. It has seven
principal peaks, each of them having separate names
and sthalapuranas. The seven hills are, Vrishabadri, Anjanadri, Neeladri, Garudari, Seshadri,

Narayanadri, and Venkatadri. On the hill Seshadri
in Seshachalam is located the Tirumala temple and
the entire area (range) is named after the peak. The
puranas compare Tirumala range to a serpent, which
is lying down. Srisailam temple is located on the
tail of this serpent. The Ahobila Narasimha temple
is situated in the middle. Sri Venkateswara temple
of Tirumala is regarded as the head of the range.
The Sri Kalahastheeswara Swamy temple at Srikalahasthi is the mouth of this reclining serpent.
1. Vrishbadri – Hill of Nandi, Vahana of Siva
In Krithayuga, near Thumbura Theertha in
Tirumala there lived a demon name Vrushabahasura who was devotee of Lord Siva and before dying as a mark of his attaining salvation
at this place he asked Lord Siva to name this
hill with his name and thus this hill was named
Vrishabadri.
2. Anjanadri – Hill of Lord hanuman
Kesari, the king of Varanas (monkeys), married Anjanadri. They were childless for many
years. So, Anjanadri went to a hill near Akasa
Ganga and did penance for several years. Later
Vayu (wind god) gave a fruit to Anjanadri. As
a result of eating that fruit given by Vayu, she
gave birth to Lord Hanuman. As Anjanadri did
penance on this hill it is called as Anjanadri.
3. Neeladri – Hill of Neela Devi
Neeladevi is the third Consort of Lord Vishnu.
The Veda Sings the glory of Goddess Neela
in Neela Suktam. The first devotee who gave
her hair to God is Neela Devi. Lord Srinivasa
named this hill by her name as Neeladri.
4. Garudari – Hill of Garuda, the Vahana of
Lord Vishnu

- Vishnu as baby
Balaji floating on
a fig leaf in waters
(Pralaya)

Garuda (Vahana of Lord Vishnu) prayed to
Lord Vishnum to atone his mistakes and Lord
was pleased by his prayers and came before
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said to cure deformities of the body and ensure the
avoidance of all types of hell. It grants the wishes of
those who bathe in it. Like the hill, all the tanks and
lakes in Tirumala are sacred and known as Teerthas. There are seventeen teerthas whose waters are
believed to combine in the Swami Pushkarini.

hill, beneath which he formed an anthill. Narada
was instructed by Brahma to bring Vishnu back to
Venkatadri, to reside in the anthill.
Narada went to the banks of the river Ganga
where the rishis (great sages) were performing religious rituals. He asked them to whom they would
dedicate the fruits of their prayers. The rishis disLegends about Tirumala and its God
cussed the matter, but could not arrive at a decision.
There are numerous collections of legends and
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Gada (mace), descended to the Seshadri hill, with
Bhudevi (Mother Earth) and Lakshmi (the Goddess of Prosperity), the two aspects of the Supreme
Mother Goddess, by His side, He settled under the
divya Vimana (dome) to grant the prayers of the
devotees.
In north India Lord Venkateswara is known as
Balaji, because when the world was immersed under
the waters, Vishnu as a newborn child, floated on a
leaf on the waters. He is Narayana, the Creator, De-

- Swamy Puskharani, the sacred tank of Tirumala

stroyer and the Refuge. Another meaning for Balaji
is Universal Mother.

Srinivasa turns into stone – Origin of the
stone image

With the progress of Kaliyuga, the world plunged
into chaos and evil. Lord Srinivasa announced that
with the chaotic rule of the human race in Kali
yuga, He no longer wished to talk directly to the
unworthy, and therefore become a stone statute and
communicate only with His devotees. Saying this,
He transferred Himself into a statue, now the stone
icon of Sri Venkateswara on Tirumala Hill.

Songs of the Azhwars on Lord Venkateswara

The Azhwars (the Vaishnava saints) of Tamil
Nādu, have sung extensively about the Lord of Vengadam. With the exception of only Thondaradippodi
Azhwar and Madhurakavi Azhwar all the Azhwaras
have sung in His praise. The first three, Poigai
Azhwar, Butat Azhwar and Pey Azhwar, all lived
in the early years of the 8th century and sang of the
Lord of Vengadam. The Thiruvoimozhi of Nammazhwar, who lived in 798 AD and is considered
to be the greatest of the Azhwars, contains several
stanzas describing Lord of Vengadam. While the
existence of the temple is not known, the hill was
held in high esteem as the annihilater of sins.

Some of the not so commonly known facts
about Lord Venkteswara of Tirupathi

1. The amazing thing about the earthern lamps
that are in the sanctum sanctorum, is that, these
lamps have never been put off and no one
knows the time when these were lit up. All that
is known is, that they have been burning for
hundreds of years and will continue to do so.
2. Tirumala temple is visited by about 50 thousand to one lakh of pilgrims daily. On a festival
or a special occasion, like the Brahmotsavam,
the number of devotees goes up to 5 lakhs
making it the most visited holy place in the
world.

3. At Tirumala temple, the flowers offered to Lord
Venkateswara during the morning worship are
not thrown out of the Garbha Griha (Sanctum
Sanctorum). Instead, they are thrown into the
waterfall that flows behind the rear side of the
idol. Interestingly, the discarded flowers can be
seen at Yerpedu, 20 km. from Tirupathi.
4. Kulasekhara (one of 12 Azhwars), was a
King and who eventually renounced his royal

responsibilities and proceeded to Srirangam,
the bastian of Vaishnavism. It was there, that
he composed his most famous work Mukundamala (Garlands of hymns for Mukunda),
part of Perumal Tirumozhi. He spent large
part of his later life in Tirupati. He had made
a humble request to the Lord, to transform
him to a stone threshold in front of the Lord in
Tirupati. The stone step between the Garbha
Griha and the Sayana mandapam is called the
Kulasekhara Padi, in honour of Kulasekara
Azhwar. His request to the Lord in the Perumal Tirumozhi goes likethis: Peyarai yenakku
yaavarum yaanum oru peyanai evarkkum
idhu pesi yen.

5. The Tirumala temple is located at the height
of 3,200 ft., and the surroundings are cool.
Irrespective of this fact, the idol of Sri Venkateswara remains at a temperature of 110
degrees Fahrenheit. Every morning, after the
bath ritual, droplets of sweat appear on the idol
of Sri Venkateswara. On Thursdays, when the
priests remove the ornaments of the idol for a
holy bath, it is said that they come off with a
sensation of warmth.
6. The idol of Lord Venkateswara is adorned
daily with Pachai Karpooram, a derivative
of Cinnamomum camphora tree. It is known
to be a highly volatile substance that leads to
cracks and fissures on a stone. But not so in
Lord Venkaeswara’s case. The idol at Tirupati
is resistant to the volatile chemical reactions
of the substance even when it remains smeared
with it most of the time.
7. The idol of Lord Venkateswara at Tirumala
temple has real hair on it. The authorities say
that this hair has never entangled and is silky
smooth. It is a mystery as to how an idol has
real hair.
8. You will find a
hill in Tirumala that features
a natural rock
formation in the
form of Garuda, the Vehicle
of Lord Venkateswara.
9. The offering of
Laddu to the
Lord and Tirumala and then
distributed to the
- Sri Venkateswara
devotees started
in 1715. It was
called then as Manoharam. Yes, it is true!
Tirupathi Laddu has a GI (Geographical Indicator) patent, which is only granted to identify
a product as having specific provenance. The
Laddu Prasadam at Tirupati is arguably the first
of the offerings at any place of worship to be
recognized as an intellectual property, in this
case, of the Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthanam
(TTD), that manages the temple.
10. At Tirumala temple, every year, once during
the Tamil month of Aani (Mithuna – June-July), on Telugu New Year (Yugadhi) and on
Deepavali day, Darbars are held. During the
Darbar in the month of Aani, is when the
Income and Expenditure report is submitted
to Lord and is assumed to have His blessings
and it is on that day that all newly appointed
Administrators, Archakas, all take their oath of

office. This kind of special event is done only
at the Tirumal temple.
11. At one time Vilva leaves were used for Archana to the Lord on Fridays. Subsequently it
was changed and now Vila leaves are used for
archana for the entire Tamil month of Markazhi (Dhanus – December-January). This is the
only Vaishanvite temple where Vila leaves are
used for archana to a Vaishnavite deity.
12. Thallapakkam Annamayya had composed
32,000 keerthanas on Lord Venkateswara.
13. Tirupathi Venkateswara holds the record for
being the richest as well as the most visited
temple of India. The shrine receives offerings
from devotees in cash, jewels, gold, silver,
property deeds and Demat share transfers and
the per day offering is around 22.5 million. The
Gold covered Salagrama mala that is adorned
on the Lord weighs 12 kg. and needs three
archakas to put it on. Another jewel called
Surya Katari weighs about 5 kg. Lots of rare
and precious stones, precious jewelleries and
ordinary jewelries are constantly on a daily basis are being offered by the devotees. They get
accumulated so fast that, they neither have the
space to store them nor the time to put them on
the Lord, that they advertise in the news media
and auction some of the items once a year.
14. The Sthala Vriksha of Tirumala temple is Tamarind Tree.
15. The Vaikunta Ekadasi festival is celebrated at
Tirumala temple, but there is no opening of
the Swarga Vaasal like at all other Vaishnavite
temples because it is the Bulokha Vaikuntham.
16. The estimated minimum cost of one Abhishekham in a day for Lord Venkateswara is at least
One lakh and fifty thousand rupees.
17. The silk dress Swami wears is 21 arms-length
long and weighs around 6 kg. The upper body
of the idol is covered with a saree and the lower
body is covered with a dhoti. Devotees who
want to offer a dress (Vasthrams) to Lord Venkateswara at Tirupathi, have to wait for at least
ten years for their turn. They have to submit an
assigned sum at the temple office towards the
cost of the dress which is made in a special village by weavers who need to bathe thrice daily
and refrain from alcohol and non-vegetarian
food. Every Friday 15 such garment offerings
are accepted by the temple office, and currently, there is a decade long wait in place for the
offerings.
18. At Tirupathi Venkateswara temple, every
morning begins with an Abhishekham ritual.
There are various items used for the Abhishekham, including saffron, a variety of flowers and
fragrances. Interestingly, the saffron used in the
ritual comes from Spain, Kasturi comes from
Nepal, Punugu from China and specific fragrance material from Paris, France. This isn’t
it! Sandal paste is prepared afterwards for the
ceremony on a golden plate. The Abhishekham
can be witnessed every morning from 4:30 to
5:30 AM and soak oneself in the opulence of
this revered temple in South India.
19. It is believed that Goddess Lakshmi does live
in the heart of Sri Venkateswara, literally.
According to the priests, during the Nija Roopa
Darsanam on every Thursday, the idol is decorated with white wood paste. After the paste is
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mon Hiranyaakshaa, who steals the knowledge of
mon Sevas and timings are as follows:
Sree Venkata Nivaasaaya Sreenivaasaaya Mangatruth as it is documented in the Vedas and settles
Suprabhatha Seva – (3am to 3.30am)
lam //
Suddhi – (4.30am to 5am) – After the visvaroopa on the sacred Tiurumala Hill. As Venkateswara, He
Meaning: May auspiciousness be to Sreenivaasaa,
darsanam, suddhi is done in the sanctum sanctorum destroys evil demons who threaten the existence of
who is the Lord of Lakshmi (who is) auspiciousness
Dharma. The demons represent the negative forces
when the previous day’s flower decorations of the
(who is), a treasure-trove of supplicants and (who)
Dhruva Murthi are removed and the vessels required and actions which prompt us to deviate from the
dwells on Venkataachalla!!
path of righteousness. The destruction of evil and
for the Puja etc. are cleaned. Meantime, water for
Mangalaasaasana Parithe triumph of good is central to all religions, particthe next puja comes from Akasa Ganga and the
ah Madacharya Purogamaih /
ularly Hinduism. Lord Venkateswara is a role model
members of the Tirumala Nambi family alone are
Sarvaisccha Purvairaachaarya Satkrtayaastu
for us all.
permitted to bring this water.
Mangalam //
Triumph of hope
Thomala Seva – (5am to 6am) – Ajitham, meanMeaning: May auspiciousness be to Sree VenkHe is omnipresent and omnipotent, transcending
ing Darshan of the Lord on a payment to the temple.
teswaraa, who has been worshipped by my teachers
barriers of time and space. He represents the triSahasranamaarchana – (6.30am to 7.30am)
and their early teachers and all those devoted to
umph of hope. As long as there is hope in human
Naivedya or the first bell – (7.30am to 8.00am),
reciting this Mangalaasaasanam!!
heart, there is no place for despair.
taken off, the imprint of the Goddess is left.
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